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^̂̂  INCE WILLIAM. IN COLONIAL DAYS. 
A VALUABLE CONTRIBUTION TO OUR 

LOCAL HISTORY. 
* 

* ' ' l-t>N<i V^VVlMHi:i) T O W N O F C O L r H E S -
TEI« ON T H E OCCOQU%\ UlVI<^t. 

» y \V. H. S X O W O E N . 

[CONTINUED FEOM LAST WBKK.] 
- rlit̂  iL'w years of the troublet 

1 itijch and Indiana the pro-
i\khepter was slow, but the 
I>iob])eiity came again with the 
( t peaco. The colonies of set-
|';:K the Shenandoah and the 

• bt'voud. now secure in their 
aud 

ai having "eenai-eliptical arcnei ecare 
inferior to thoae of prlau'lf London." 
Thii wai erected by Thomas Mason in 
1795. Its bnildiog was authorized by 
he general assembly. In a letter 
written by Oeorge Mason dated 17t*l, he 
makes mention of a ship going out 

i hv 
pursuits were aug-jfrom the port laden with tobacco and 
acCCSaions of n o r m « n a n n f l . . . •-<_ 1.̂ 1 • large accessions of German 

iiiuni^rants; nnd the over-
: iilf by the great roads leading to 
• :i;s. \"e«tal and Ashby*s gaps 
>';>d njore than ever before. 
rirneand went with their cargoes, 

•'•••'• town expanded and grew into 
: ..iiice as H port of entry and trad-

I ; >. The '•General Assembly" 
'.' nuthorijiod the court,of Fairfax 
• V t build and completely fur-

- [iiany atronK- close substantial 
- as shall be nufflcient' to contaiti 

' • tobacco coming to Colchester 
- i M - c i i o n . ' ' 

•Ii..-ter wuR the great highway 
-t loaa" from Baltimore to Fred-

-i •:!,; aod other important points 
- iiith rn tidewater region, and 
n 'Id adveitisement giving the 

: < uf stage coach travel at the bc-
•i~ if the present century: 
r.Z'- Line From Baltimore to Bich-
-The traveling public is iur 
: hat stages leaveBaltimoreauilT 
• II Arri ve at Colchester in Vir-
Li," ..-uiue evening before dark, 66 

I.'.uve ColchesterS a. m., arrive 
t̂  ( himneys, Hanover county, 
•iiwi;, 70 miles. Leave White 

• -^5. :i a. m , and arrive at Bich-
: ' a m. 3t> miles. Returning 

.; •̂•Kijond 8 a.m., arrive at Bowl-
i; same evening-'47 miles. 

:: wling Green 3 a. m and arrive 
.:; Jtia by dark—73 miles. Leave 
:;;a at 3 a. m. and arrive at 
'= by 2 p. m." 

-; Nathaniel Twining was, by an. 
•.:i>. K-eneral assembly, granted 
.:iJ exclusive right of convey 

eis between Alexandria and 
1 for each passenger five 
:tile and five pence for every 
•= of baggage exceeding^^ 14 
rjveyed in stage, coach. In 
lloomee vras granted the ex-

^hr for the same service at 8 
:::;thiDgs per passenger, and 
• -••• for (50 poDudsof baggage. 
^tcn in one of his diaries thus 
: ' of his experiences at the 
r'.ny. "Inattemptingtocrosa 

uan, April, 1791, with the 
- attached to my <niariot, by 
ih..' person who stood before 
f the leaders got overboard, 

• i t was in swimming water. 
• ri.n; the shore. With much 
• I scaped drowning before 
isengaged. His struggling 

: 0̂ others in such a manner 
< r another in quick succea- _ ^ 

- ; got overboard, harnessed more for cargoes to 
i as they yttf, and witk tk« I ira« works, taan 

another lying at the warehouse loading 
with the same commodity. Among 
other industries of the place were ex
tensive-iron works, a furnace and a 
foi ge. The iron wiis made from, a comT 
bination of surface or bog ore found 
near Colchester and magnetic or rrcon
tain ore brought down In scows from 
the Virginia shore near the Great Falls 
of the Potomac. Some of the cannon 
and round shot used in the battleo of 
the revolution were cast there. Burna-
by ID his description of the place says 
there were two fiour mills and a saw 
mill. This was in 1739. The Hender
sons and Cockbnms were prominent 
merchants of the town a^d sMat.goods 
they had imported by coasting vessel 
to Nfw York and Philadelphia and the 
rising towns of the South, which ap
pears by old ledgers still preserved. 
Many of their commodites were sent by 
wagons to the frontier settlements as 
far as the Shenandoah Valley and be
yond through the different gaps. The 
names of other merchants of Colchester 
that we have met with in our re
searches are Grayson^ Boss, Chapin 
Mitchell. Linton, Barnes & Ridgate, 
Lindsay, Gurden, Jenifer & Hooe Harts-
hom&Go., Ferguson.d; Gibson, Bay-
ley & Stone, Thompson & Washington, 
Stuart & Huschett, Mick & Ward. El-
licott. Campbell & Wheeler, McCrea & 
Co., Harrison, Walker, Hoskins, Skel-
ton, Mason, Carson, Willet, McPher-
son and.Belt. 

The star of Colchester which dawned 
so promisingly had reached its zenith 
and was bcgining to wane before 1800. 
Like many another town such as 
Jamestown and Dumfries in Virginia, 
sind St. Marys and Joppa and Queen 
Anne and Charlestown in Maryland for 
all of which their projectors doubtless 
forecasted "old walls and happy days." 
it was compelled to yield to the shap
ings of new conditioas of trade and 
traffic, and travel bom of tho progress 
of invention and discovery until Its glory 
passed away forever. The yield of to-
baceo from the nirrounding lands bad 
greatly diminished and Alexandria, on 
the main river, but a-few mile* above 
with » situation far better for com
merce, though bulafew years older, di-
verced its businets and completely over 
shadowed its growth and existence. 

In 1809 a great flood swept away the 
"grand bridge with its semi-eliptical 
archea" and filled up the deep channel 
of the stream so that iU navigation was 
difficult and foreign vessels came no 

its docks The 
cooperiea and 



I. II^;;TI club will encamp at Oc-
• 1 Nvit'k or ten days. Among 

1' iticipal of the Washington 
' md others. 

•-'"'lid, Krederickiburg, and 
• ! 'id company {». fencing la 
: •luir track. They recently 

•̂  'nid.cio across the road in 
• . . ' . ' V . 

IvvsnoasBw. 

11 KI'porter in Society . 

- 1" iv: 1 is visiting friends In 
'-'•'y. 

; H. \lMe of Nokesville, this 
I- III town Monday. 

V. ivia;;of Washington vUlted 
:̂̂ •̂ h lierc on Monday. 

! . L^achman of near Brlslow, 
. w-s in town Tuesday. 

• \ Weiuicb has returned from 
: v[^U to Hagerstown, Md. 
;". Lynn spent Saturday and 

•••'•• '.lie family of Mr. <3eo, F. 

< .inipci of Orange, Vs., is 
• • Li:s brother, Mr. Henry 

.. il. Brown, who resides near 
. t;.;.5 couuty, was in town on 

>;K' ikes of Dumfries is vte-
•' : !;: law, Mrs. G. Kaymond 

• ••' Avcrcl of Orange, Va-, Is 
;• ''i;!!! :i_:xenl at Gamp jfo.. 1, 

- '-- and children of Hagcrs-
> vi.̂ itiD r̂ Mrs. Walter 8. 

:; J luuey, a prominent mer-
• >'• 'iuan, this county, was in 

4»»ST.ft 
THE BUSY C\ 

A. II 

• I • ! 

'A: 

Wyckoir c>f Fairfax, Va., 
•nts. Mr. and Mrs. J W, 
•n Sunday. 

ynsou and her daughter, 
h IVL' returned from an 

> the South. 

Willicims of Mississippi, 
.;; Sliarp William", is here 

:s J. B. T. Thornton. 
••I'ui Enslar of Baltimore. 
1 cun visiting Miss Bena 

;:':n:cl to their tome last 

•a.ird Browu of Vienna 
.1 llyioc visit during the 
:ia Aiicrs accompanied 

;'ri::ccof Washington, D. 
• i 'rom a pleasant vfeit to ' 

Mrs. Waller M. Baker. 

>• "f Hiilsboio. Md.! and 
: Baltimore. Md., visited 
Mr. J. A. Morgan, here 

I-vDchbuig. travelling 
r;i;e Southern Udlway, 

"f Washington, trav-
: :be Southern and Mr, 

-: •• ctor for the B. & O. 
.~; ippiug at the home of 
- ':i in this place. 

iit<l Dollars i l e w a d . 

- :i-w:uds are offered for 
:;ai: convict and punish 

• acy violator of the 
: ^'.rrini.i. or the U. S. 

r -f any regulation or 
• .--object of the U. S. 

"̂ n of Manassas; $33 
>n !inil (15 for subse-
TLis applies to such 

: nor after August 19. 
.\'t I of Manoeuvers, or 
:. :ion of the town of 
ry pennon to assist the 

liorities 
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WA8HINGT< 

TIMELY BARQAlj 
OUT^F-TOWN 

Come to Washington foi 
Besides choosing from big 
apparel you also save moneyJ 
women appreciate. 

cuff, the other a plain fly-front coat style 

WALKING S: 
„A.\°^ ° ' P"™ ^^^^ ^'°en Skirts, w 

with kilts or trimmed with straps at the 
Waist sizes 22 to 88. Reduced from 
to . . . . . , . 

• 
lirilUanline Skirts, black only. wHh 

hem. Reduced from *8.»5 and K W to 

White Butchers* Linen Skirts made 
4-inch hem; lengths 89 to l^inches: 
inches. ReduoecTfrom $4.00 to 

I 

Remember our 
with its xx)rps oF experieot 
ready ta serve you. Purcl 
are sent transportation chai 
dent? of Maryland, Virginia 



•aiiiaKe escaped-IM^.'dragged 
ih.iii. as the whole of it happened 

N.tiiiiiiDg water aud at adistaso* 
111.- ^hore, pi'OvidsBtMHj, Indeed 
.JouHiy, by the ezerMeoa of per* 
ii>< \\eut off in boats and Jumped 

i.i liver as soon as the batteau 
:• u i d into wading water. No 
.:' was Bustuiocd by the borsee, 
yiv oi harness." The flrft Presl-
.ad juHt Started nut that momiag. 
Mi'unt Vernon, eight miles above, 

' a friendly tour, the first after 
lou, t irough the. State*of the 
it was not a very auspicious 

.iiK. but as he wasnota soper-
- itiuu he kept on, according to 

a;\. ;i few extracts of which we 
~buw his ways of traveling: 

K tdcd on to Dumfries where I 
a: tor which I visited and drank 

..h tiiy niece, Mrs. Thomas Lee, 
V ^ih. Set out about 6 b'clodk; 
:a-trd at Stafford Courthonee at̂ d 
.t my sistjr Lewis's in Fredericks-

.\ u 

.I'jrday Uth, dined at anentertain-
^i veu by the citizens of the town. 
>> a and answered an address from 

rporatitn. Sunday, Wth, left 
: ickburg about 6 o'clock; myself, 
Jackson and one servant break-

; at CJcn. Spotswood's—t^he rest of 
r\ant6 continued on to Todd^sor-
• where they also breakfasted. 

Ht Bowling Oreen^ and lodged 
:.Lj r's tavern 14 miles farther; in 
!i:iles." 
af contrast we perceive between 

-.aiitive and cumbrous way of a 
iiiagistrate making' his official 

^ a:iionK his people with coach 
.ir a century ago and the rapid 

: as way8of transit which he may 
at hi(3 disposal in our day and 
..f.on. 

yiars before this experience 
.a.-: I on had crossed the Occoquan 
- ^̂ ame ferry with his ragged and 

i army, going down to cbeok-
; 111 movements of Lord Comwallis 
kiown. General Lafayette also 

; down the same way. Thetroo.pe 
::i couuuands were quartered at 
-itr for several days to recruit 

lung march before them, and 
rotnmissary supplies Were laid 
: )u< stores and mills of theoeigh-

.- uuy lieutenants had been in
ly Washington, "to order out 
cal militia to repair the roads 

h the troops were to march, and 
: -in pafesablefor wagons, as the 

trains of the American forcee, 
Infantry, artillery and cavalry 
bf'ef cattle were ail to take 

; and Washington also wrote 
:. 'nt citizens of the different 

.-i.ooJs through which the 
' - re to pass "as a pleasing 
attention" to assist tbeFrenoh 
'- ifayette. Rochambeao, Chas-
.- i others with their carriages 

t to point, 
('coige Mason of Oanston 

• re- of the Occoquan ferry after 
^-re abolished for some year* 
VI d for its maintaaaaoe and 
ce two thoussnd ponada of 

r rua l l r . Davis, thetmvelar, 
:.:rted. bpeaks of a "graad 

:.:ch bad supplanted tk*fMgr 

tk* ialHMhii^ wMi «eesp»tloM gone 
nalgrated to aew bomM then opening 
ev«T«.kore ta the great Weat and the 
All^bBoiea, and «i>e by one the ware-
hooM*. stores aad ordinvjies ceased 
their fcraffio aiMl were elosed. Nnmbere 
of thoee who still reiuaiaed fell vietims 
it is related of aa epidemic of "pleur
isy." 

As the years passed. new highways 
were opened diverging the tide of travel. 
In 181S • drunken womaa acoidently 
set fire on a windy day to some tene-
meats. The fiam^s rapidly spreading 
left nearly every building of the ill 
fated towh in ruins. Thus the work of 
destrootioa by flood and pestilence and 
fire was complete. The stones, bricks 
and other valuable materials of these 
ruius served afterwards tn build up 
fsrm house on ueighboring . landa 
The plongh-shara long since tuned up 
their foundations and the very streets 
on Which they stood. Of all the tene
ments but two or three are now remain
ing. These stand ghost-like and for-
loni in their loaelineee, mute but elo
quent witneeses of a century and more 
of passing strange events. One of these 
buHdinge is the old hostelry, known as 
the "Arms of Fairfax." It shows all 
over it the marks of age but it is quite 
well preserved edhside»ring the miany 
destmotive mutations which it has sur
vived. Under its roof sheltered from 
time to time many of the foiemoM aOr 
ton In the great etrnggle which'led to 
our national indedendence.. In its 
rooms were held many meetings of the 
Virginia patriots in those stirring daiys 
to consider the grave issues bom of the 
oppressive taeasutres of the British par
liament. In the palmy days of the 
town when the tide of travel surged b / 
its door over the old ".Kings EUghway" 
from Williami^nrg up over the Occo
quan and on throagh the estate of 
Mount Vernon to Alexandria and 
yond to the Blue Ri4ge moantains it 
was a hoatelry of great repute anear 
and afar. It was the inn where the red 
"and yellow lumbering stage coach al
ways stopped with ite wayfarers. It̂  
was the place where the politicians of 
the surrounding neighborhood came to 
fix up their slates for the coming elec
tions and where the loungers did con-r 
gregate to get the "freshest advices'/ 
dropped by the passing travelers. The 
old weather beaten structure on account 
of intereeting historic aBsooiatioi»| 
surely deserves that timely care of some I 
of our patriotie societies which might 
make poesible its yet long continuance 
as a l»nd mark of the vaniahed town. 

[COHTINtrSD HSXT WUK 1 

Lynchburg Horse Show October 11-
14, 1904. 

Southern RiUlway will sell round trip 
tickets to Lynchburg, Va., from points 
la Va., indudina Waahington. D. C , at 
oue tare plus fifty cents admissinn fee. 
October 10. 11,18. 18, and 14, flnsl re
turn limit Oct. le, 1904. 

BeanioB OonfMarato V e i 
Lynehhvrg, V a . , 8«pt . 1 4 - 1 ^ ] 
1 0 0 4 . 

^ Southern Railway will sell round trial 
tiekeu to Lnehborg Sept 1».14 from all I 
potDts ia VirglBto rate of oa« fere pioaf 
M H A r * • • ^ *̂'»«*» Sept 18, ISM./ 
8w (MM itMfor tea liSomi£a 

file:////eut


Mt.irripv for thiOOBM 
^ :. :'Jil 

T^M 

Soldiers W i n . 

' :' -liiiu' game of base halt was 
• i: 'uniis ball field between V. 

' I- t'..rp3, composed of Co. E, 
, cl., ! a marvelous game, allow. 

•••• luis Ilannon has pitched 
• y-i Nashville team in the 

ii;iic two yeais ago, and wUl 
'̂  '̂  in Lis old time form. He 

• ' '-• tliu Manassas team when 
•:.i strong team from Culpeper 

'•'ii/nf the soldiers' team, was 
'I :.-rnf ihe team excepUng. 8 

^!;.i ii:ie error. The total of the 
- Muiiasaas, 7; Engineers 1% 
• ' >-'<'f the Manassas team, wa* 
•• • t!;L' home team, getthig two 
• I.Us made. 

^1 fUitig Trouble . 

• \ i-N- cu.Nx , Aug. aa—AU 
'11! puny of sixty.elabt men 

•:uy detachment of colored 
::•,,' with ao,ooo regulars and 

• ! ' participate in tbemanocu-
•' •> :is next month, and despite 
.; his men will be boycotted by 
'••i militiamen. Captain James 

! -i::", said today that he would 
•: I'M'per respect for his sol-
; I ar.i to take my turn as o(»-
liv, • he added "I shall see 

: iers iiie obeyed by men of 
:i iiiils as well as by my own." 
-."A come home alive," said 
'; -- is a mulatto. 

; S f l cc tnau E x o n e r a t e d . 

-!;--;'.ii"n a few days ago at the 
; lustoQi House by the U. S. 
:' ^'teamboats resulted In the 

• fi Mil all blame of Gapt. J. 
" ! :ii.ia and crew in the case 

• :-' of Thomas Murray, col-
\ ••• • tks apo about two miles 
• -• ••:::!I. 'Ihe steamer E. J. 
• ••••''•-' by Capt. Seiecman, It 

:c::icml,ered, accideuUlly 
. ! :̂i::cau containing Hurrray 

•thei- men.—Alexandria 

le Virginia Quartette 

\i MC0I,'S HALL 
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ODD TBiNOS WOT FoSl 

BflHiY & WHIj 
Dlafflofids, Itfateb^ 

Stationepy, El 
sole Agents lor the Tiffany] 

District of 
Also a full liB<i of plated ware conaUti 

Dishe?, Vegetable Dishsi, Bread Trays, Oi_ 
ware, In fact all the requisites for table us^j 

Hall Clock*, French Clocks, and Tm 
specially made for convenience aad safety. 

Crest work, Engraving. Stamping and 
clal.attention paid to InvlutlOhs of all fclmb 

Designing and remodelling old jewelry. 
Odd and excluslye designs in jewelry ai 
Ask to see the "Brown Betty Teapot," 
Repair work of all kinds. Nothing i 

and new pieces made to order. Old gold a 
.G^Mail orders receive oor persMtal 

tlon packages sent upon request. 

P and nth Streets* 
P H O r a E i< 

Any old deai 
floatj but it 
live ones to 
stream. 

[iciay Night, Aug. 26 

••- î  composed of select 

has won its wai 

- i>;.!o Blown. 
F!. Ciows, 

.. 11. Clows. 
-' ir I.ohman. 

Vr Kirii Matthews. 
•- >>n sale at Shannon's 

T 

an 

t urageI 
. ) ) Acres, two miles 

•• 'vi,: rnrnish pasturajje 
:;•, ini'uvreing area. 

: ) tiEoKcJE C E^CBO. 

WHITE.»»RED flSH. SHAMOI 
PIROM THE FAMOUS MINIS OF THE SI 

PURE COAL, WELL SCRENED, 

CUMBERLAND ANI 
FINE, DAiJtY. TABLE, &. A. Aifl 

AND AMERICAN, SHI PI 
WORKS OR FROM s\ 

W O R D E I W SOLICITED. 

J. B. ZIMflfEB] 
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GOVENOR MONTAGUE 
THE PRINCIPAL SPEAKES. 

I ii\ ei l lng of (Iroveton 'dlon-
unient. 

• -y nest, Aug. 30, will be the forty 
.university of the second hattleof 

Rijn, and on that day,, at .the 
y. Cemetery, will be unvailed a 
•• n: erected to th? Confederate sol-

^ . were killed In the first and 
:̂t:cs of Bui! Run. 

Î nM^ue has promised to bepies-
• .iverunadd ress, M r. Swanson. 

': ( !i!ie and several other dlstin-
-l̂ ''akfcr3 have accepted an invi
te present. ; 
.': Run Chapter, U. D. C , gives 

:;M; invitation to all Confed-
' m'', the Manassas and 8th 

r> AVAI all who are In sympathy 

and CO operation with us to he present on 
this oooasioH and help us to make the 
day a success. 

Verily,'soldiers do possess our land at 
the present time. Thqr are on all sides 
and while we give them, the defenders of 
our land, a hearty welcome and are glad 
to have their bright Boyish faces around 
us, let us of the Southland turn aside 
from the hurly burly that prevails and 
gives this one day to the memory of the 
gallant boys who died almost half a cen-
tuie ago to defend her. and whose graves 
have a remembrance so long. . 

Crosses of Honor will be conferred upon 
fifteen veterans. Gome, bring full baskets 
and spend a day neath the shade of the 
trees. x . 



L PROGRAMME 
M()\-i:.\il-:\T Oi- THE "TWO ARMIES." 

»MUTED THE MANCEUVRES. 

V Ci \KK-̂ oN. CAPT. J . E. HERRELL, LIKUT. GKO. C . ROUND. 

'Ht 
f<iri 


